
ADDITION AND SUBTRACTION
MATHS SUPPORT TEAM

PARENTSõ WORKSHOPS NAXXARPRIMARY



Isnõt it easier to teach our children the rules 
and understand later? 



How do students develop mastery 
with a particular concept?

Understanding



Phases of learning basic facts:
Modelling ðUnderstanding the concept using fingers, counters, 
number line, number grid etc.

Deriving answers using reasoning strategies based of 
known facts

Mastery/Efficient production of answers ðknow facts by 
heart



Phase 1 ðmodelling the addition/subtraction 
concept using: 

Å fingers
Å counters
Å number line
Å number grid
Å Dice/dominoes/playing cards
Å Board/games



Phase 2 ðderiving answers using strategies

Å counting on/back ( numberline )
Å Making 10 (bridging to 10)
Å Using doubles (near doubles)
Å Adjusting known facts
Å Using relationship between addition and 

subtraction to derive answer
Å Expanding/breaking down the number.



Phase 3 ðMemorizing facts.

Å Extensive use of strategies and practice make 
students so familiar to a fact that he/she 
memorizes it.



6 + 7 =              12 ð2 = 

17 + 19 =           76 ð9 =

247 + 44 =        500 ð489 =



Using Bar Models

9 7 9 + 7 = 16

3

16

?
16 ð3 = ?

?










