School Policy on Sustainability and Environmental Education

Introduction

At Naxxar Primary School, we care about our planet. We want to help the
environment by being responsible, respectful, and by making smart choices. This
policy shows our commitment to sustainable practices and environmental
education at school. It is built on our eco-code and the work done by students
and staff in EkoSkola, LEAF, Dinja Wahda, YRE and Globe.
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1. Nurture Trees and Plants

« Students and staff are to respect and care for plants and trees on the
school grounds.

« Students participate in tree-planting activities and garden care.

« Each class is encouraged to adopt/grow and care for at least one plant or
tree per year to learn about plant life and care.



Classes are also encouraged to adopt "grow your own food" practices.
Some examples include: grow herbs, grow carrots (in plastic bottles),
grow bell peppers (in a large bucket), grow strawberries (in a tunnel),
vertical garden for tomatoes (using trellis), sprouting beans and growing
them in tanks, growing sprouts in a jar (hydroponics), grow a fruit free
from cuttings or stone (grafting method).

Flowers and unripe fruits must not be picked.

Outdoor green spaces are to be well-maintained and used for
environmental education.

Composting and seed collection will continue to be part of the LEAF
programme.

. Always Use Water Wisely

Press-taps are to be used in bathrooms to reduce water wastage.
Report and repair leaks promptly.

Water bottles should only be filled as needed—do not overfill, especially
before going home.

Excess water (e.g., after capacity-lesson class activities) should be
poured into plant soil and not thrown into the drainage.

Rainwater harvesting system will be used for watering trees and plants.

The importance of saving water is to be integrated in class lessons across
all years.

. Dispose of Waste Responsibly - No Littering

A clean school environment is everyone's responsibility.
Adequate bins are placed throughout the school.

Everyone should throw rubbish in the correct bins. Bins are to be marked
clearly (recyclables, organic, general).

Students participate in regular "Clean-Up Days" to reinforce
responsibility for the school environment.



o Littering is addressed through age-appropriate education and, where
necessary, school disciplinary procedures.

. No Single-Use Plastics

o The use of single-use plastic items such as straws, cups, and cutlery is
banned on school premises.

o Students and staff are encouraged to bring reusable water bottles,
lunchboxes, and utensils (spoons for yogurt).

« School events and activities must use environmentally friendly materials.
« Staff must bring their own mug/cup and teaspoon for staff meetings.

+ Use reusable water bottles and lunchboxes.

« Avoid double-wrapping food in lunchboxes.

« Avoid single-use packaging as much as possible, especially in birthday
celebration items. Avoid individually wrapped birthday cake pieces,
instead bring pre-cut pieces in a re-usable container.

o We don't use balloons at school events because they can harm the
environment, especially sea creatures and wildlife.

. Always Save Energy

o Alllights, fans, ACs, whiteboard and electronic devices must be turned
off when not in use including corridors and stairwells (after breakfast,
breaks, and dismissal)

o Classrooms and offices will make the most of natural light during the day:
when possible, use natural daylight. Do not switch on lights unnecessarily.

« Air conditioners must be used only when truly needed and not as a luxury.
Keep doors and windows closed while in use and switch off periodically.

« Inprocurement, the school chooses energy-efficient equipment and
lighting.



. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: The 3Rules of Waste Management
Reduce:

o Staff and students are encouraged to minimize waste by using digital
resources where possible.

» No single-use items. Instead, use reusable lunchboxes, water bottles and
utensils (refer to point 4).

o Paper should be always used on both sides, even for handouts—unless it
really needs to be single-sided.

e Food waste is to be monitored and minimized at school. Students are to
take only food that they are going to eat.

e Breakfast club food that has not been consumed must be stored
appropriately. Yogurts not eaten must be returned to the fridge.

o Teachers are to review the stationery lists annually, ensuring unnecessary
items are removed and materials can be reused.

Reuse:
« Reusable items are preferred over disposable ones in classrooms.
o Rough paper trays are to be available in every classroom for reuse.

o A lost and found tray should be available in every classroom for
temporarily borrowing forgotten items (e.g., pencils or erasers).

e Artand craft projects should incorporate reusable and recyclable
materials when possible.

o Establish a "Reuse Corner” for materials like paper, cardboard, and
containers.

« Students are encouraged fo reuse materials such as plastic covers,
folders, half-used copybooks, and stationery, when possible, even from
year to year.

o Parents will be encouraged via a note on the stationery lists to include
reuse suitable items from the previous year.



Recycle:

o Clearly labelled recycling bins will be available in all classrooms and shared
areas.

« Waste will be separated into appropriate categories: paper, plastic,
organic, and general waste.

o Regular recycling awareness activities (assemblies, lessons, etc) will be
held to encourage community participation.

7. Outdoor Learning

e Curriculum planning is to include regular outdoor learning experiences to
foster a connection with nature.

« Teachers are highly encouraged to use the school grounds, garden, and
outdoor areas for lessons.

« Students are highly encouraged to join and participate voluntarily in
EkoSkola, LEAF, YRE, GLOBE and Dinja Wahda activities held during
breaks.

« Each class is expected to participate in at least one to two outdoor
learning experiences annually. Examples include: Dinja Wahda activities,
field trips to eco-farms, nature reserves or woodlands; trekking and
nature walks; visits to rural or conservation areas

o Educational outings should be balanced with joyful outings in nature each
year to support students' emotional wellbeing.

 Cultural outings should also be planned annually to enrich students’
cultural knowledge.

Implementation and Monitoring

o The EkoSkola Committee will oversee the implementation and review of
this policy.

« Regular assemblies will reinforce the importance of sustainability.

« An environmental review will take place every two years and reported to
the school community.



o Feedback from students and staff will be used to improve the policy over
time.

Conclusion

By following this policy, we show that we truly care about our environment. We
all have a part to play—students, teachers, and families. Together, we will work
to make our school cleaner and greener by using less energy, creating less
waste, and looking af ter nature.



